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Regiment, the Storm Battalions, and the fortifier
tions of Madrid. Its youth organizations were the
driving force in the junta of defence and its Stak-
hanov workers speeded up production in the
industries.

The Communist party counted among its mem-
bers noble, romantic figures like La Pasionaria, and
in Alerta it contrived to create the first type of youth
movement that was more than a debating society,

It was also in the happy position of being able to
count on international allies. In Paris, at the Cirque
d'Hiver, Anarchist ministers were called upon to
defend themselves against the charge of participation
in the Government; in Anarchist circles in Holland,
it was being debated whether one could still con-
sider as comrades those Spanish Anarchists who had
perpetrated the barbarity of defending themselves
with firearms against the Fascists. On the other
hand, the majority of the volunteers in the inter-
national battalions, for whom the word solidarity
was a spur to action, were Communists. The first
serviceable weapons that came to our hands \vere of
Mexican or Russian origin; unfortunately, they
did not arrive in sufficient quantities. Reports of
members of the international brigades arc in this
respect no indication of the true state of affairs,
because the latter were always infinitely better
armed, clothed, and fed than the Spanish brigade.